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Genesis, Chapter One
26 Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild 
animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground."
28 God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on 
the earth.“

Genesis, Chapter Two
15 The Lord God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and 
care for it.

From the beginning: a quick look to Bible 



67. We are not God. The earth precedes us and has been given to us. This makes it possible to respond 
to an accusation levelled against Judeo-Christian thought: it has been said that, starting from the 
account in Genesis that invites us to subdue the earth (cf. Gen 1:28), the savage exploitation of 
nature would be favoured by presenting an image of the human being as ruler and destroyer. This is 
not a correct interpretation of the Bible as the Church understands it.
While it is true that Christians have sometimes misinterpreted the Scriptures, today we must emphatically 
reject the fact that we are created in the image of God and the mandate to subdue the earth can lead 
to absolute dominion over other creatures. It is important to read the biblical texts in their context, with a 
correct hermeneutic, and to remember that they invite us to "cultivate and keep" the garden of the world 
(cf. Gen 2:15). 
While "cultivating" means ploughing or working a land, "guarding" means protecting, caring for, preserving, 
preserving, watching. This implies a relationship of responsible reciprocity between human beings and 
nature. Every community can take from the goodness of the earth what it needs for its survival, but it also 
has the duty to protect it and ensure the continuity of its fertility for future generations. In short, "the earth 
is the Lord's" (Ps 24:1), to him belongs "the earth and all that is in it" (Dt 10:14). That is why God 
denies any claim to absolute ownership: "The land cannot be sold forever, for the land is mine, and you 
are with me as strangers and sojourners" (Lev 25:23).

The Encyclical «Laudato Si» (2015)  - Pope Francesco   



68. This responsibility before an earth that belongs to God implies that human beings, endowed with 
intelligence, must respect the laws of nature and the delicate balance between the beings of this world, 
because "they were created at his command. He has made them stable over the centuries forever; he has 
appointed a decree which shall not pass away" (Ps 148:5b-6). It follows that biblical legislation dwells on 
proposing to human beings various norms, not only in relation to other human beings, but also in relation to 
other human beings. : "If you see your brother's donkey or his ox fallen by the wayside, you will not pretend 
that you did not see them [...]. When, on the way, you find a bird's nest on a tree or on the ground with 
birds or eggs, and the mother who is incubating the birds or the eggs, you shall not take the mother who is 
with the children" (Dt 22:4, 6). Along these lines, the rest of the seventh day is proposed not only for human 
beings, but also "so that your ox and your ass may enjoy peace" (Ex 23:12). Thus we realize that the Bible 
does not give rise to a despotic anthropocentrism that is not interested in other creatures.

The Encyclical «Laudato Si» (2015)  - Pope Francesco   



San Francesco and Ecologism 

On April 6, 1980, the papal bull appeared with which John Paul II declared St. 
Francis patron saint of lovers of ecology, responding to the request forwarded by 
the International Society of Ecologists. This means that there is a precise 
awareness that St. Francis can say something on the subject of the environment 
even in our day, despite the fact that the situation is very different from that of 
the Middle Ages.
 In his time, in fact, there were no threats to the survival of post-modern man who 
has become the unscrupulous ruler and manipulator of nature.
This situation of anguish for the destiny of humanity and the planet on which we 
live today can make us, however, more willing to listen to the Canticle of the 
Creatures, from which shines a harmony and simplicity of feeling such as to give 
rise to a nostalgia and a desire in each of us, believer or non-believer, a nostalgia 
and a desire for universal salvation.



The first industrial and scientific revolution
• With the Industrial and Technology Revolution (end of ‘700) it is clear the environmental 

impact of human activities on the environment: pollution of air, water and soil, connected 
mostly with sanitary consequences. Slightly indicated the «environmental impact». 

• Discussion on resources scarcity starts. 
• 1713: Hans Carl von Carlowitz,  «Sylvicultura oeconomica», only wood is sustanible
• 1798: Tomas Robert Malthus, «An Essay on the Principle of Population”, the quick increase 

of population will consume the natural resources.
• 1848: John Stuart  Mill, “Principles of Political Economy”, economical growth will destroy 

the natural resources. 



1864 – George Perkins Marsh – Man and Nature, maybe the first book describing the human responsabilities on 
environmental degradation  
1864 – First Park in California (Yosemite), the american mith of «wilderness»
1869 – Sea Birds Preservation Act 
From 1870 – Preservation Societies in England
From 1890 – Preservation societies in Europe and United States (Sierra Club 1892, Progressive Conservation 
Movement, Wildlife Conservation Society 1897)
1883 – First European Preservation Entity, Association pour la protection des planets (Swtitzerland), Commons 
Preserevation Society (1865), National Trust (1895), Naturschutzbund Deutschland (1899) 
1900-1914 – First books about Protection of Nature (natural monuments), Carl. G Shelling photographs on Nature, 
In Germany was born the idea of «Haimatschutz» (home land protection).  First Laws on nature, landscape, natural 
sites (Prussia, Italy, England, France), and first Public Bodies dedicated to natural monuments (Prussia, 1906). First 
international Conference (london, 1900) on Wild African Animal Protection. 
1929: John Maynard Keynes, General theory of employment interest and Money (natural resources insufficient)
1914-45 Word War 1 and 2 and 1929 depression stopped the development of enviromnental issues and 
organizations (interesting the birth of Social Urban Ecology in Chicago, ‘20s)
 

From 1860 to 1914, the first approach; preservation of Nature, Parks, 
Natural Monuments, Landscape, Tourism. 



1. During the «second industrial revolution» the environmental problem rises in public discussion
2. A Romantic approach, limited scientific bases. 
3. Connection with «the culture of new national states», the Nation Building. Natural identity as a base of 

Homeland.
4. Nature and Landscape as the base of national identity (national natural heritage).
5. Natural protection policies as «protection of single objects» (national lists and catalogues) 
6.  Landscape as the central issue (then Parks policy), connection with tourism economy (Touring Clubs starts)
7. Protection first movement immedialtly «international», networks, international leaders (Correvon, Sarasin, 

Massart, Conwentz) – the Heimatschutzbund».

From 1860 to 1914, the first approach; preservation of Nature, Parks, 
Natural Monuments, Landscape, Tourism. 



 

From 1945 to ’70s: the rise of «scientific environmentalism»

1945: First Nuclear Test (Manhattan Project)
1948 : United Nations, and UNESCO promotes the International Union for Protection 
of Nature (UIPN, UICN), attention non only on «romantic» approach (landscape, 
natural monuments) to human damages to Nature, but first concerns on «natural 
resources conservation». Modern concept of Ecologism. 
1952: First Hydrogen Nuclerar Test 
1953: «Fundamental of Ecology» Eugene Odum  (USA), first ecology handbook
1955: First Nuclear plant in USA (Idaho)
1962: «Silent Spring» Rachel Carson (USA)
1966 “Science and Survival”, Barry Commoner
1968: «The population bomb», Paul Ralph Ehrlich (USA)
1968: Club of Rome founded
1969: International Conference UNESCO on «biosphere» (Man and Biosphere 
Program)
1969:National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), in USA, first «framework» 
environmental policy legislation
1970: first declaration of «Earth Day»

Environmental Associations
1953: The Nature Conservancy 
1961: WWF
1969: Friends of Earth 
1970: Greenpeace



 

From 1945 to ’70s: the rise of «scientific environmentalism»

After the war and with the third industrial revolution the discussion on environment 
become more «scientific».
The nuclear devolelopment is crucial
The scientific literature start to approach the issue
Concerns on «limited resources» rise, in a more scientific approach
First institutional decisions and institutions
First environmental associations are foundes



 

From ‘70s to ‘90: the political ecologist movement 

1971 -  Barry Commoner, The Closing Circle: Nature, Man, and Technology
1972 – Club of Rome, The limits to growth 
1972 – First UN Conference on human environment, Stockolm (112 States)
1972 – First “Green party” in New Zealand, Austalia and UK
1973 – Oil Crysis 
1977 – Green list in France election 
1980 – Green Party founded in Germany
1981 – Flemish Green list in National Parliament (first case)
1983 – German Green Party in Parliament (5,1%)
1984 – First Report of World Resources Institute (The State of the World)
1984 – Bruntland Commission («Our common future»), sustainable development 
concept
1987 – Single European Act (first step of european legislation on environment, 
polluter pays)
1988 – Internationl agreement of Ozone, 
1988 - institution of IPCC (International Panel on Climate Change), climate change 
concept.



 

From ‘70s to ‘90: the political ecologist movement 

The environmental movement expand to public opinion 
Scientific world is connected with the movement (scientific environmentalism)
Part of the movement decides to enter in the political and electoral field
Structural legislation decisions



 

After ‘90s: the consolidation of the issue

1990: first Report on Climate Change (IPCC)
1990: Institution of Europen Environment Agency (EEA)
1992: Summit on Earth, Rio de Janeiro, first global meeting on climate and 
environment
1997: Kyoto Protocol  
2012: Ellen Mc Arthur Foundation insitution 
2014: at Davos Forum first use of «circular economy» 
2015 Laudato Si, Pope
2015: UN Agenda 2030, Sustainable Develpment Goals 
2015/16: Paris Agreement (COP 21)
2018: Greta Thunberg organizes the first Friday For Future.
2019: European «Green New Deal»
2023: Second Laudato Si 



 

After ‘90s: the consolidation of the issue

The green issues became the center of policy and economical choices
Public opinion is completely envolved on the issue
Global Insitututions expand their activities
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